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With the Thirtieth Infantry Divi­
sion in Assembly Area Command, 
France.—Sergeant Eugene E. Hall of 
Dundas vicinity is enroute home from 
Europe with the “Old Hickory” divi­
sion” which landed in Normandy on 
D-day plus 4, battled through the 
hedgerows of France, spearheaded the 
St. Lo breakthrough and gained fame 
early in August by stopping the main 
armored counter-attack made by the 
Germans during the Normandy cam­
paign.
The Thirtieth, under the leadership 
of its vigorous commander, Major 
General L. S. Hobbs, surged on 
through Belgium and Holland to 
smash the Siegfried line and complete 
the encirclement of Aachen.
On December 17, the Thirtieth 
rushed to the Ardennes to help stop 
the Belgium salient and succeeded 
after bitter fighting in the Stavelot- 
Malmedy sector. Here the German 
First SS Panzer division prisoners and 
Nazi radio commentators called the 
men of the Thirtieth, “Roosevelt’s 
SS.” After the skillful Roer river 
crossing, the division led the Ninth 
army’s assault crossing the Rhine on 
March 24 and fought its way more 
than 200 miles to the Elbe where con­
tact was made with the Russians 
near Magdeburg.
His wife, Mrs. Erlene Hall, resides 
at Dundas, and his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Shirley Hall, south of Newton.
# * * <: * *
Lieutenant and Mrs. Allen Todd, 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Blacet, Mrs. 
A. O. Todd and Mrs. Marion Burcham 
Jr. of Decatur spent Wednesday and 
Thursday of last week with Mr. and 
Mrs. Roscoe Harrison of near Hunt 
City. Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Farley 
and son Kent took dinner with them 
on Wednesday. Callers in the evening 
were: Mr. and Mrs. Emery Cummins
little Miss Pat Cummins, Miss Joan | 
Jones, and Mr. and Mrs. Albert Laws 
and son Gene of Willow Hill and Mr. 
and Mrs. Orbin Swisher of Newton. 
Lieutenant Todd was held a prisoner 
of the Germans for eight months. 
Mrs. Harrison said that in the two 
days they ate five gallons of home 
made ice cream, and nine fried chick­
ens, besides the other country food 
they had. * * * * *
Corporal Rex “Jet” McClane is 
spending a thirty day furlough with 
his father, Grover McClane, and his 
brother, Ross McClane and family of 
Newton. He has been in an Army 
Air Force Aepair squadron stationed 
on Leyte island in the Philippines. 
He says that he saw Mail Specialist 
Jesse N. Jourdan, who is in a naval 
base in the Philippines, requently.
$  ^  ^  ^  ^$
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Chrisman 
and son Michael Anthony of Chicago 
and his parents, Dr. and Mrs. E. W. 
Chrisman of Bloomington were week 
end guests of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Crowley and family of Newton. Dr. 
Robert Chrisman is in the Navy and 
is being transferred to the South Pa­
cific with the Marines.sj: % :jc # # Hs
Ensign and Mrs. H. A. Booth of 
Springfield are the parents of a daugh­
ter born July 16. Mrs. Booth is the 
former Anna Marie Booker. Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward Booker of Spokane, 
Washington, are the parents of a son, 
born July 17. Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
Booker of Springfield, formerly of 
Newton, are grand-parents.
Staff Sergeant Virgil E. Bliss sends 
the Press a copy of Returnee, publi­
cation of the Army Ground and Air 
Forces Redistribution Station at Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. Sergeant Bliss 
returned to the United States several 
months ago after two years in the 
Aleutian islands.* * * * * *
A son, Philip Ray, was born Tues­
day at the Olney sanitarium to Tech­
nical Sergeant and Mrs. Robert E. 
Gearing. Bob is now at Fort Ord, 
California. Mrs. Zola Gearing and 
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Jourdan of 
Newton are grand-parents.
$ $ $ $ $ ^
He  ^  ^*
* H: H: $ *
Private First Class Roy Wheat, a 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Horace Wheat 
of Newton, is in the United States j 
receiving treatment at a hospital for j 
injuries received in a truck accident j 
in England.
Staff Sergeant Lawrence Berg- 
bower, who has been in the Southwest j 
Pacific for over three years, is on his 
way home, his parents, Mr. and Mrs. [ 
Frank Bergbower of northeast of | 
Newton, have learned.
Leland Woods, who has been in I 
England, is home on a thirty day fur- ] 
lough with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. ^  
Omer Woods, and other relatives.
